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Screen Title 

0.1 Introduction Mastering the Art of Cover-up Tattoos 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrated tattoo elements drawn in tattoo 
style, anchor, a portrait, heart, etc.  

 

 

 

Mastering the Art of Cover-up Tattoos  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 



Please give the course title, “Mastering the 
Art of Cover-up Tattoos,” special treatment. 

Enter button highlighted.  

 

 

 

  



Screen Title 

0.2  Terms and Conditions 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

I understand this course is designed for 
apprenticed or qualified and licensed tattoo 
artists. This course does not certify me to 
offer tattoos or teach techniques for tattoo 
application.  

 

       I understand and accept the terms and 
conditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

none 

Programming Notes Other Notes 



Disable the Next button until user clicks the 
check box.  

 

 

  



Screen Title 

0.3  Why Cover-Ups Matter 

On Screen Text Narration 

 

 

 

Images of tattoo artists from table below with background 
removed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click each artist to hear about his or her experience 
embracing the art of cover-up tattoos.  

 

More and more people are 
walking around with bad tattoos. 
This ink regret can sour them on 
the entire industry. When 
someone comes to your shop, 
are you able to help them erase 
the poor decisions of the past? 

 

While this used to be a specialty 
skill, covering up tattoos is 
increasingly in-demand. 
Learning how to cover up a 
tattoo is not only good for the 
customer, it helps rebuild the 
general public’s trust in your 
profession. 

 

Click each artist to hear about 
his or her experience embracing 
the art of cover-up tattoos.  

 

Programming Notes Other notes 



Speech bubbles come in when the user clicks on each artist 

Artist  Narration 

1 

Stella 

 

http://www.istockphoto.
com/photo/woman-
with-tattoos-20441619 

I’m Stella and I’m 
completely self-taught as a 
tattoo artist. When I first got 
started, no one wanted to 
mentor “an angel-faced little 
girl.” I learned a long time 
ago how badly I need every 
advantage I can get. 
Covering up tattoos means I 
take customers other artists 
are afraid to serve. I love 
improving my skills because 
I’m not letting the industry 
define how good I can be.   

 

 

Juan2 

 

http://i.istockimg.com/fil
e_thumbview_approve/
16153170/2/stock-
photo-16153170-
serious-looking.jpg 

Hi. I’m Juan and I run a 
tattoo shop with multiple 
artists. It used to be pretty 
rare a customer asked us to 
do a cover up. With shows 
like Ink Master and Tattoo 
Nightmares, it happens all 
the time now. I also think 
there are more bad tattoo 
artists out there these days.  

 

Tattoo cover-ups are harder 
than first-time tattoos. When 
an artist shows me a strong 
portfolio with jaw-dropping 
cover-ups I usually offer a 
job on the spot.  

Put narration in individual voices 
so learner can recognize the 
instructor throughout the course.  

 

Gagne: 
Get attention 

																																																													
1	iStockPhoto	(2014)	http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/woman-with-tattoos-20441619	
2IStockPhoto	(2014)	http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-photo-16153170-serious-
looking.jpg	



 
Will 
 
http://www.istockphoto.
com/photo/every-
tattoo-has-a-story-to-
tell-
49739446?st=0de7138
3 

 

Please remove 
background in 
Photoshop so it 
matches the other 
graphics. 

My name is Will and I love 
to cover-up bad tattoos. 
People come into my shop 
with mistrust oozing from 
their pores. They’ve had 
this horrible tattoo 
experience and cling to 
hope that I can make it 
better.  
 

And when I do, they fall in 
love with their new tattoo. 
They have the experience 
they deserved to have the 
first time around. Many of 
them come back me to with 
friends or for future tattoos. 
That’s a pretty big deal 
considering they came 
because they had a bad 
tattoo. 

 
 

 

  

																																																													
3	IStockPhoto	(2014)	http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/every-tattoo-has-a-story-to-tell-49739446?st=0de7138	



Screen Title 

0.3 Course Objectives Course Objectives 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

In this course, you will learn how to: 

4 

 

 

• Use form and lines to overpower old 
tattoo and lead the eye 

• Select colors to cover old design 
• Plan body placement for strong cover-

up 
• Determine appropriate size for cover-

up tattoo.  
 

 

 

 

 

http://us.fotolia.com/id/66644759 

In this course, you will explore different 
aspects of tattoo cover-up design, with real-
life examples to focus on important 
concepts. If you want, you can also share 
your thoughts from these exercises with a 
mentor or use it to supplement an 
apprenticeship. Or you can use this course 
to continue to hone your cover-up skills.  

 

In this course, you will practice specific 
aspects of tattoo artistry as they relate to 
designing cover-ups, specifically: 

• Using form and lines to overpower 
the old tattoo design and lead the eye 
strategically. 

• Selecting colors to cover old design 
and create depth and highlights. 

• Panning body placement for a strong 
cover-up tattoo.  

• Determine appropriate size for cover-
up tattoo.  

 

 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
4	Fotolia	(2014)	http://us.fotolia.com/id/66644759	



Please give text and bullet points graphic 
treatment to match tattoo aesthetic and work 
with the image.  

The most important question on any 
learner’s mind is, “What’s in it for me?” This 
slide explains what the course can offer the 
learner to show why it will worth his or her 
time and attention.  

 

Gagne: 

Inform learner of objectives 

  



Screen Title 

1.1 Introduction Form Transforming Tattoos with Line Art 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

5 

6 

7 

 

Juan’s Voice: I’m going to talk about the 
most important aspect of a good cover-up: 
the use of lines. Unlike acrylic paint, tattoos 
cannot be covered up with new ink. The 
tattoo will always be there, so the new 
design has to completely interrupt the old 
tattoo and reinvent it.  

 

Use prominent lines from the original design 
to find another shape. Turn the existing 
tattoo into dark, detailed areas of a different 
design. Any time you use the form of the old 
tattoo, while breaking up the existing shapes 
with textures you set your new tattoo up for 
success.  

 

Let’s look at some examples. 

																																																													
5	Tattoo	Nightmares:	Thank	God	Creepy	Jesus	is	Gone	(2014)	http://495productions.com/tattoo-nightmares-thank-
god-creepy-jesus-is-gone/	
6	Tattoo	Nightmares:	Thank	God	Creepy	Jesus	is	Gone	(2014)	http://495productions.com/tattoo-nightmares-thank-
god-creepy-jesus-is-gone/	
7Tattoo	Nightmares:	Thank	God	Creepy	Jesus	is	Gone	(2014)		http://495productions.com/tattoo-nightmares-thank-
god-creepy-jesus-is-gone/	



 
8 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

Paragraph 1 shows Juan. 

 

The second paragraph shows the three 
images of the tattoo, each one replacing the 
one before it.  

Learning Objective: 

Identify aspects of sample cover-up tattoos 
that draw the eye away from the old design 
and make the new design look purposeful, 
and not like a cover-up.   

 

Gagne: visual example stimulates recall 

 

  

																																																													
8	IStockPhoto	(2014)	http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-photo-16153170-serious-
looking.jpg	



Screen Title 

1.2 Form – Example # 1 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 
9 

 

Study the example of the tattoo cover-up and explain how the artist 
has used line art to transform the previous tattoo.  Type your answer 
in the space provided. Then click Next. 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
9	The	Chive	(2014)	Brilliant	Tattoo	Cover	Ups	http://thechive.com/2013/11/06/brilliant-tattoo-cover-up-jobs-30-
photos/	



Include text box for the learner to record their answer. If possible, 
save it with the image so the student can reference it later.  

Learning Objective: 

Identify aspects of 
sample cover-up 
tattoos that draw the 
eye away from the old 
design and make the 
new design look 
purposeful, and not 
like a cover-up.   

 

Gagne:  

Stimulate recall 

Present content 
(strong examples) 

 

  



Screen Title 

1.3 Form – Example # 2 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

 
10 

 

Study the example of the tattoo cover-up and explain how the 
artist has used line art to transform the previous tattoo.  Type your 
answer in the space provided. Then click Next. 

 

 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
10	Tattoo	Artists	(2014)	Cover	Up	Tattoos	http://www.tattooartists.org/Gct22_Cover_Up_Tattoos.asp	
	



Include text box for the learner to record their answer. If possible, 
save it with the image so the student can reference it later. 

Learning Objective: 

Identify aspects of 
sample cover-up tattoos 
that draw the eye away 
from the old design and 
make the new design 
look purposeful, and not 
like a cover-up.   

 

Gagne:  

Stimulate recall 

Present content (strong 
examples) 

 

Screen Title 

1.4 Form – Example # 3 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

																																																													
11	Tattoo	Artists	(2014)	Cover	Up	Tattoos	http://www.tattooartists.org/Gct22_Cover_Up_Tattoos.asp	
	



 

Study the example of the tattoo cover-up and 
explain how the artist has used line art to 
transform the previous tattoo.  Type your 
answer in the space provided. Then click 
Next. 

 

 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

Include text box for the learner to record their 
answer. If possible, save it with the image so 
the student can reference it later. 

Learning Objective: 

Identify aspects of sample cover-up tattoos 
that draw the eye away from the old design 
and make the new design look purposeful, 
and not like a cover-up.   

 

Gagne:  

Stimulate recall 

Present content (strong examples) 

 

  



Screen Title 

1.5 Form – Example # 4 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 
12 

Study the example of the tattoo cover-up and 
explain how the artist has used line art to transform 
the previous tattoo.  Type your answer in the space 
provided. Then click Next. 

 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
12	The	Chive	(2014)	Brilliant	Tattoo	Cover	Ups	http://thechive.com/2013/11/06/brilliant-tattoo-cover-up-jobs-30-
photos/	



Include text box for the learner to record their 
answer. If possible, save it with the image so the 
student can reference it later. 

Learning Objective: 

Identify aspects of sample cover-up 
tattoos that draw the eye away from the 
old design and make the new design 
look purposeful, and not like a cover-up.   

 

Gagne:  

Stimulate recall 

Present content (strong examples) 

  



Screen Title 

1.6 Leading the Eye 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

Juan’s Voice: Breaking up the old design with 
good lines is only one piece of the puzzle.  

 

No matter how great your lines are, the old 
tattoo is under there, waiting for someone to 
spot it. In your new design, create elements 
that lead the eye away from the hidden 
tattoo.  

 

This keeps viewers focused on the new parts 
of the tattoo, which makes them less likely to 
spot details that don’t quite fit or resemble the 
old design.   

Programming Notes Other Notes 

 Learning Objective: 

Identify aspects of sample cover-up tattoos 
that draw the eye away from the old design 
and make the new design look purposeful, 
and not like a cover-up.   

 

Gagne:  

Present content  

 

																																																													
13	IStockPhoto	http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-photo-16153170-serious-
looking.jpg	



 

Screen Title 

1.7 Leading the Eye 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

 

 
14 

Juan’s Voice: There are six elements here 
that show how the entire composition, 
including the areas inside and outside the old 
tattoo design, make the final design look 
intentional and lead the eye to the new 
elements of the tattoo.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

Click-to-reveal slide with counter, pop-ups 
display the text with an image showing only 
the final tattoo.  
After the user clicks on the one of the 
elements, the counter shows their progress.  

Element Feedback 

Halo One of the lightest 
elements, the halo 
immediately attracts 
the eye. Plus, the 
halo is important 
thematically. A baby 
flying through the 
night sky doesn’t 

Learning Objective: 

Identify aspects of sample cover-up tattoos 
that draw the eye away from the old design 
and make the new design look purposeful, 
and not like a cover-up.   

 

Gagne: 

Learning Guidance 

																																																													
14	Tattoo	Artists	(2014)	Cover	Up	Tattoos	http://www.tattooartists.org/Gct22_Cover_Up_Tattoos.asp	page	7	



make as much 
sense as angel. The 
angelic elements 
make this tattoo 
logical and seem 
purposeful, 
disguising that this is 
a cover-up.  

Emphasized Star This star stands out 
from the others both 
in brightness and 
shape. It is only 
slightly larger than 
the other stars, so it 
is a subtle but 
powerful effect. 
Though it has points 
in all four directions, 
the focal point of the 
tattoo, the angelic 
baby sits right 
beneath it. Thus, 
this star quietly 
announces the 
angel.  

Night Sky The night sky turns 
the dark Pegasus 
from the first tattoo 
into a meaningful 
backdrop for the 
angel. This solution 
is both technically 
sound and 
thematically 
appropriate. The sky 
is big enough to let 
the other elements 
breathe while the 
stars provide visual 
relief from an 
otherwise large 
patch of darkness. 



The artist scattered 
the stars enough for 
them to be realistic 
and they are not the 
biggest visual focus 
to cause the eye to 
linger. It fades at the 
edge of the halo.  

Moon The shape and 
shading on the 
moon direct the eye 
back into the tattoo 
and down to the 
bright star and halo. 
It also balances the 
darkness of the sky 
without 
overpowering the 
background or 
distracting from the 
foreground.  

Border The border creates 
a sense of canvas 
for the background 
of the tattoo. The 
soft lines mimic 
clouds, adding a 
subtle thematic 
detail. The artist 
shaped this border 
to lean inward, 
towards the 
background. Note 
the soft shading on 
the edge of the 
border which is what 
makes the border 
look like clouds 
instead of an 
abstract curved line.  

Wings The wings and 
position of the 



angelic baby’s body 
point the eye back 
up to the face, with 
the eyes and halo as 
very white, 
prominent elements. 
It also creates a 
sense of flying 
upward, which adds 
to the sense of 
purposefulness. This 
matters because 
any small element 
that doesn’t quite 
make sense or look 
right can give the 
tattoo away as a 
cover-up.  

 

 

  



Screen Title 

1.8 Working with the Old Tattoo 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

15
 

 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/portrait-of-
woman-with-tattoo-on-back-
11618783?st=cd325b7 

 

Juan’s voice: Look at the sample tattoo and 
match the different parts of it to possible 
solutions.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
15	iStockPhoto	(2014)	Tattoo.	http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/portrait-of-woman-with-tattoo-on-
back-11618783?st=cd325b7	

	



Mix and Match – show learner correct 
answers if they miss something 

 

Element Solution 

1- Blank skin Draw the eye here in 
new design.  

2- Branches  A good opportunity 
to use existing lines 
instead of fighting 
against them. 

3- Cherry 
Blossoms 

Use texture of fine 
details. Can mix 
black outlines of new 
details with different 
colors.  

4- Owl.  Divert the eye from 
this in the new 
design and use dark 
colors for the cover-
up.  

 

Learning Objective:  

Analyze shape of old tattoo 

 

Gagne: 

Elicit performance and provide feedback 

 

  



Screen Title 

1.9 A Few More Examples 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

For the following tattoos, describe the challenges and opportunities 
presented in creating a tattoo cover up. Type your text in the space 
provided, then compare your ideas to ours.  

 

16 

http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-
photo-16153170-serious-looking.jpg 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
16	IStockPhoto	http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-photo-16153170-serious-
looking.jpg	



Tattoo Feedback 

17 

This tattoo exists on a flexible 
part of the body and contains 
dark colors. The lines of the 
new design need to detract 
from the Rose. You can 
incorporate the flowers into 
another texture or pattern that 
will help tell the story of the 
new design to the viewer. 
Think about bubbles in ocean 
water. If you add a background 
of blue water and make the 
hearts into bubbles, anything 
related to water will look like it 
belongs.  

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The darkness of this tattoo 
presents a challenge. The flow 
of the cover up design will 
have to interrupt the continuity 
of the snake’s curves in order 
to make it unrecognizable. The 
advantage here is there is a lot 
of available skin as a canvas, 
so you have a lot of freed in 
creating the new design. On 
possibility is to change the 
shape of the snake and 
making a part of the tattoo a 
purposeful dark shape as you 

Learning objective: 

Describe challenges of 
sample tattoos.  

 

Gagne: 

Elicit performance and 
provide feedback 

																																																													
17	Shutter	Stock	(2014)	A	Woman	Has	a	Rose	Tattoo	on	Her	Shoulder.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/cat.mhtml?searchterm=Rose%20tattoo%20shoulder&language=en&lang=en&searc
h_source=&safesearch=1&version=llv1&media_type=&page=1&inline=162951095	
18	CanStockPhoto	(2014)	http://www.canstockphoto.com/snake-tattoo-and-apple-1503016.html	



The 
tattoos 
in the 

table appear in individual screens.  

saw as the last example in the 
redesign gallery. 

  



Screen Title 

1.10 Sonia’s Story 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

getting a boyfriend’s name tattooed on 
yourself is a surefire jinx 

 

Every time I looked at my arm, I felt rejected 
all over again 

 

Now I’m feminine and proud. 

 

http://us.fotolia.com/Content/Comp/52847514 

 

 

Alternate Voice: My name is Sonia and I am 
a firm believer that getting a boyfriend’s 
name tattooed on yourself is a surefire jinx. I 
wanted to show my boyfriend how much I 
loved him, but right after I got the tattoo he 
told me he’d fallen in love with someone 
else and never wanted to see me again.  

 

Every time I looked at my arm, I felt rejected 
all over again. I told Juan I wanted my pride 
back. He drew the most beautiful peacock 
feathers. Now I’m feminine and proud. I can 
wear short sleeves in the summer and I no 
longer have boyfriend-repellent on my arm.  

 

I swore I’d never get another tattoo, but 
went back to Juan for my entire other arm.  

 

A bad tattoo ruined my life. But the beautiful 
cover-up gave it back.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 



Words fly into screen to match timing of 
narration.  

Gagne: Gain attention 

 

  



Screen Title 

2.1 The Colors of Cover-Ups 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

19 

 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/woman-
with-tattoos-20441619 

 

 

Stella’s Voice: Let’s talk about the role of 
color in your cover-up design.  

 

Even if you draw strong line work, you need 
to make sure you choose colors powerful 
enough to cover-up the old tattoo, while 
making sure your tattoo includes highlights 
and depth.  

 

This means your final design has to make 
sense with darker colors over the old tattoo. 
The example Juan showed you of the angel 
is great example. It wouldn’t have been 
possible to cover up the Pegasus with a 
baby, so the artist created a dark backdrop 
to showcase a new creation.  

 

Let’s take a closer look at how you can use 
color to create tattoo cover-ups with depth.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
19	http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/woman-with-tattoos-20441619	



 Gagne: present information 

 

  



 

Screen Title 

2.2 Exploring 
Color  

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

Drag one swatch of ink over another color to learn if it can overpower the color 
beneath it.  

 

 

 

 

 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

Drag and Drop 

 
Learner can drag any color over any other color to find out if the color on top 
(the one dragged with the mouse) will successfully cover the other color.  

 

Saturation Red Orange Yellow Green Blue Purple Black White 

Dark         

Medium        

Light        

Very Light        

 

Answer key: 

Any color over black or gray darker than the new color: This will not work. The 
old color will still be visible. 

 

Learning 
objective:  

Predict 
successful 
color 
combinations 
for tattoo 
cover-ups.  

 

Gagne: 
present 
information, 
elicit 
performance 
and provide 
feedback 

Comment [SG1]: I’ve	left	the	details	a	little	bit	open	so	the	
developer	can	determine	how	best	to	build	this	question.	However,	
I	expect	as	the	instructional	designer	I	may	need	to	be	available	to	
the	developer	for	further	conversations	about	this	question.		
	
White	has	more	in-depth	feedback	than	other	colors.		



Any darker color on top of a lighter version of the same color: This will work.  

 

Red covers orange and yellow in all saturations. 

 

Orange covers yellow in all saturations, but nothing else.  

 

A cool color will not completely cover a warm color at the same saturation or 
vice versa.  

 

White: White will not cover any colors, but it will lighten the existing ink by 
approximately 10 percent each time. Instead of using white for large space, 
use it to lighten areas you want to minimize, possibly extending this process to 
multiple sittings. If you want to have pops of large bright areas, use skin20.   

 

  

																																																													
20	Cover	Up	Tattoos	(2014)	Superior	Tattoos.	http://www.superiortattoo.com/tips/Coverup_Tattoos.asp	para	4-5	



 

Screen Title 

2.3 Color and Dark Skin 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

21 

Larger designs 

Thicker, stronger lines 

Bold, solid colors 

Stella’s Voice: Assuming ink looks the same 
on dark skin as light skin is a great way to 
screw up a tattoo.  

 

Ink has to fight harder to show up in darker 
skin. You can compensate for this by: 

• Leaning on larger designs for better 
separation from the skin. 

• Using thicker, stronger lines. 
• Incorporating bold, solid colors22. 

 

Tailoring your tattoo cover-up design to each 
person’s skin color makes you a better artist 
and ensures you can help anyone suffering 
from bad ink.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
21	Fotolia	http://us.fotolia.com/Content/Comp/9418965	
22	Tattooing	on	Dark	Skin	(2014)	Superior	Tattoos.	Para	1-2	
http://www.superiortattoo.com/tips/Tattooing_on_Dark_Skin.asp	



Words on screen fly in in-time with narration.   Learning Objective: 

Select design suitable for cover up designs for 
dark skin.  

 

Gagne: 

Present information 

Screen Title 

2.4 Selecting Colors for Dark Skin 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stella’s Voice: All right, you’ve just learned 
how to be strategic for darker skin tones. Look 
at these tattoo designs and select the tattoo 
design best suited for darker skin.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 



Drag and Drop 

 

Each screen shows two options. Alternate 
order of correct and incorrect answers.   

 

Incorrect Correct 

http://us.fotolia.com/
Content/Comp/62428
769 

http://us.fotolia.com/
Content/Comp/5807
1240 

Feedback: The darker skull is the correct 
choice. Remember, thicker lines, larger 
tattoos and solid, bold colors are more likely 
to show up on darker skin. 

http://www.istockphot
o.com/vector/19th-
century-engraving-of-
a-barn-owl-
15554061?st=36073
62 

 

http://www.istockpho
to.com/vector/barn-
owl-
12054141?st=865fa
84 

Learning Objective: Select design suitable for 
cover up designs for dark skin.  

 

Elicit performance and provide feedback 

Comment [SG2]: This	question	was	hard	to	write	because	I	had	
to	find	vector	images	that	showed	the	elements	of	improving	a	
design	for	darker	skin,	but	were	still	close	enough	that	a	customer	
with	darker	skin	could	realistically	be	interested	in	both	designs.	I	
got	it	in	the	end,	but	this	where	having	tattoo	artists	on	board	to	
sketch	would	be	even	better.	



Feedback: The stronger lines and solid color 
keeps the owl realistic while giving it a 
chance to stand out in the darker pigment. 

 

http://www.istockphot
o.com/vector/retro-
rasp-
6200595?st=f1eb079 

http://www.istockpho
to.com/vector/rasp-
6033437?st=ba4cbc
e 

Feedback: These tattoos are almost 
identical, but the flames in the background 
make it harder to show up on darker skin, 
because it almost the same color as the 
snake and guitar. This also makes it a better 
design in general.  

 

 

 

  



 

Screen Title 

2.5 Brad’s Story 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/muscular-
man-30053604?st=1007d01-* 

 

 

 

Brad’s Voice: When I was 17 I wanted to 
impress my step-brother more than 
anything. His roommate just got a job as a 
tattoo artist and I thought my step-brother 
would be proud if I went out and got a tattoo. 
It looked terrible! 

 

My step-brother thought it was hilarious. 
Every time I met someone, it was, “Dude! 
You’ve got to see my brother’s awful tattoo!”  

 

Once Stella stopped laughing she put that 
bad tattoo in its place. You can’t even see it 
any more. I started going to the gym more 
because I loved showing off my tattoo.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 



 Gagne: Get attention 

  



Screen Title 

3.1 Introduction to Body Placement 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

23 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/every-
tattoo-has-a-story-to-tell-
49739446?st=0de7138 

 

 

 

Will’s Voice: Tattoo cover-ups are tricky 
because you don’t get to decide where to put 
the new tattoo on the body.  

 

You might have a killer design to cover your 
customer’s jacked up tattoo, but it might not 
be the best design for the body part with the 
old tattoo. 

 

Let’s look a little closer at how the body 
placement changes your design.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

 Gagne: present information 

 

																																																													
23	iStockPhoto	http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/every-tattoo-has-a-story-to-tell-
49739446?st=0de7138	



  



 

Screen Title 

3.2 Composition and the Body 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

Will’s Voice: Just as you want to work with 
the old design and not against it, you want to 
capitalize on the advantages of different body 
parts. Let’s take a look at how you alter the 
orientation of a tattoo for more freedom in the 
cover-up.  

 

John regrets getting his ex-girlfriend’s name, 
Trisha, tattooed across his chest. He’s 
brought in this image. He’s always loved old 
pin up girl designs, loves poker and wants to 
know if his tattoo can be turned into 
something like this25. What do you think? 
Type your answer in the space provide, then 
compare your answers to ours. 

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
24	Google	Image	Search	“Old	Pin	Up”	https://www.google.com/search?q=old+pin+up&client=firefox-
a&hs=s7U&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=tPpWVNWXIYWZyQTf44GICQ&ved=0CAgQ_AUoAQ&bi
w=1321&bih=567#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=gT1SRgK64wQzxM%253A%3BWBQXA5QCJN7-
yM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.screanews.us%252FNewYork%252FBrooklynOld_files%252FPinUp3.JPG%3Bh
ttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.cosplay.com%252Fshowthread.php%253Ft%253D215996%3B296%3B390	
25	https://www.google.com/search?q=old+pin+up&client=firefox-a&hs=s7U&rls=org.mozilla:en-
US:official&channel=sb&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=tPpWVNWXIYWZyQTf44GICQ&ved=0CAgQ_AUoAQ&bi
w=1321&bih=567#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=gT1SRgK64wQzxM%253A%3BWBQXA5QCJN7-
yM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.screanews.us%252FNewYork%252FBrooklynOld_files%252FPinUp3.JPG%3Bh
ttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.cosplay.com%252Fshowthread.php%253Ft%253D215996%3B296%3B390	



Text box for typing. 

 

Feedback: This graphic has a couple of 
issues. It has a vertical composition while 
John’s tattoo has a horizontal composition.  

 

One option is to draw a pin-up design with a 
horizontal orientation, using a similar look 
and model. It will be important to remember 
to cover the text with texture. A pin-up 
mermaid could help solve this problem, with 
colorful ocean scenes surrounding to make 
sure that new tattoo design is convincing.  

 

To use the shape of the mermaid tail, the 
mermaid’s waist can be the T, and the 
mermaid’s face can flow into Sandy’s 
shoulder. However, if she wears shirts 
without sleeves, you need to make sure she’s 
comfortable with the tattoo being visible.  

 

It’s also possible to create a background, 
such as a spade (remember, she likes Poker) 
behind the model. A black shape can make a 
logical background for the pin-up girl. This will 
use the horizontal nature of the name and 
give more flexibility in the design. 

 

Learning Objective: 

Analyze potential tattoo for cover-up and offer 
possible solutions based on body placement 
and composition.  

 

Gagne: 

Elicit performance and provide feedback 

 

  



 

Screen Title 

3.3 Tattoos and Movement Across the 
Body 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will’s Voice: One way to get around 
the limitations of the original tattoo’s 
location on the body is to create a 
cover-up design that flows from one 
body part into another.  

 

For each of the following tattoos, 
describe how the movement between 
body parts creates interest to the 
composition and how a similar design 
could be useful in the design of a 
cover-up. After that, I’ll share my 
thoughts as well.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

Each tattoo in its own screen with a text box. After 
learner types their thoughts, they can save them for 
later reference and see Will’s feedback.  

 

Photo Feedback 

 

2627 

 

 

 

 

This tattoo has both 
horizontal and vertical 
elements. A similar 
design would give 
flexibility because it 
could cover up a 
vertical element with a 
design that wouldn’t 
work only on her arm.  

Learning Objective:  

Describe advantages of various tattoo 
designs that cross body parts and the 
different options a solution like that 
could present.  

 

Gagne: elicit performance and provide 
feedback 

																																																													
26	Canstockphoto	(2014)	Laughing	Redhead.	http://www.canstockphoto.com/laughing-redhead-5309760.html	
27	Canstockphoto	(2014)	Redhead	Girl	With	Tattoo.	http://www.canstockphoto.com/redhead-girl-with-tattoo-5309937.html	



 

 

http://www.canstockphot
o.com/laughing-
redhead-5309760.html 

http://www.canstockphot
o.com/redhead-girl-with-
tattoo-5309937.html 
28 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canstockphot
o.com/woman-with-a-
tattoo-7337670.html 
 

This design would be a 
composition for a cover 
up on the back or 
shoulder. By crossing 
the body and leaving a 
splash of skin in the 
center, the tattoo 
creates a flow. The 
asymmetry of the piece 
further causes the eye 
to move. In a cover-up, 
the flow would be 
useful for directing the 
eye away from the old 
tattoo.  

29 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canstockphot
o.com/aggressive-girl-
with-tattoo-playing-
9523964.html 
 

This tattoo works 
across the body with 
individual elements, 
many of them dark. 
The skin is the 
negative space. An 
approach like this 
could make a cover-up 
design for scattered 
elements look 
purposeful. The flow 
across the body parts 
united several distinct 
shapes. If the original 
tattoo supports this 

																																																													
28	Canstockphoto	(2014)	Woman	With	a	Tattoo.	http://www.canstockphoto.com/woman-with-a-tattoo-7337670.html	
29	Canstockphoto	(2014)	Aggressive	Girl	with	Tattoo	Playing	Guitar.	http://www.canstockphoto.com/aggressive-
girl-with-tattoo-playing-9523964.html	



approach, it offers a lot 
of flexibility to 
customize parts of the 
cover-up. It also looks 
very intentional.  

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canstockphot
o.com/girl-showing-her-
tattoo-raised-her-denim-
17024000.html 
 

Birds are not horizontal 
or vertical, but often 
shaped like a top-
heavy triangle. The 
body and head of the 
bird are vertical on her 
side, while the wings 
stretch the composition 
across the stomach.  
 
For a cover-up design, 
it could be an excellent 
route for anything on 
the hip or side because 
the bird has heavy 
textures and his face 
and wing bring the 
focus in towards the 
belly button.  

 

 

  

																																																													
30	Canstockphoto	(2014)	Girl	Showing	Her	Tattoo	Raised	Her	Denim	Jacket.	http://www.canstockphoto.com/girl-
showing-her-tattoo-raised-her-denim-17024000.html	



Screen Title 

3.4 Allison’s Story 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/tattooed-
woman-16573049?st=8c7ebcd 

 

 

Allison’s Voice: Never get tattooed in Las 
Vegas. I made that mistake not once, but 
twice. In the same night on the same arm! 

 

Will covered up both bad tattoos and then 
connected them with different flowing 
elements. The design has so many beautiful 
designs that work together and makes an 
awesome sleeve from a distance.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

 Gagne: Get attention 

 

  



 

Screen Title 

4.1 Size Matters 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

31 

 

 

http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-
photo-16153170-serious-looking.jpg 

 

Juan’s Voice: As Stella 
can tell you, size matters.  

 

The size of your cover-up 
design is what lets you 
make sure you lay out 
strong elements over the 
right parts of the original 
design. 

 

You have to think about 
form and size 
simultaneously. If you 
don’t use all the size 
available, you won’t have 
enough room to make 
highlights.  

 

Let’s take a look.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

																																																													
31	IStockPhoto	http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-photo-16153170-serious-
looking.jpg	

Comment [SG3]: I	wouldn’t	use	this	joke	in	a	more	corporate	
setting,	but	for	tattoo	artists,	a	little	bit	of	edge	without	being	
insulting	is	appropriate.	.	



http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-
photo-16153170-serious-looking.jpg 

Gagne: Present 
information 

 

  



 

Screen Title 

4.2 Size and Strategy   

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

Look at the sample tattoos and draw a cover-
up tattoo over it. Describe how you thought 
about size to come up with your design. If you 
want feedback, click the hint button to see 
what I think. 

 

32 
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32	http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/16153170/2/stock-photo-16153170-serious-
looking.jpg	

	



Use a widget to incorporate an option for the 
leaner to draw right on the photograph with 
lines of different color and thickness. 

 

 

 

Image Feedback 

33 

This tattoo doesn’t 
take up much 
space, so you have 
a lot of options for 
the cover up. You 
can incorporate a 
textured graphic and 
use much space 
below it for a vertical 
composition, as well 
as considering if you 
want the new tattoo 
to flow onto her 
back, neck or the 
front of her chest.  

 

34 

 

 

 

 

 

This tattoo takes up 
more space than the 
previous one, so the 
cover up design will 
need to be larger 
still. Most of the 
tattoo will likely need 
to stay on her back, 
but because it’s 
centrally located it 
could have a 

Learning Objective: Describe the challenges 
of sample tattoos as size relates to the 
cover-up design process.  

 

Gagne: elicit performance and provide 
feedback 

																																																													
33	Shutterstock	(2014)	Portrait	of	Young	Woman	With	Barcode	Tattoo	on	Her	Arm	Against	Gray	Background.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=145416886&src=id	
34	Shutterstock	(2014)	Portrait	of	Sexy	Woman	With	Tattoo	on	Her	Back.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=63389956&src=id	

Comment [SG4]: I’m	not	sure	how	the	developer	would	do	this,	
but	I	know	it’s	possible	to	incorporate	websites	into	e-learning	and	I	
believe	something	like	this	is	possible	with	JavaScript.	-	



square, horizontal or 
vertical composition. 

35 

This tattoo takes up 
a significant portion 
of the upper thigh. 
That means to cover 
up the design; you 
will likely need to 
use much more 
space. This means 
you have the 
freedom to create a 
more detailed and 
intricate tattoo. 

  

 

  

																																																													
35	Shutterstock	(2014)	A	Close	Up	of	a	Woman’s	Leg	Showing	Her	Fairy	Tattoo	on	Her	Thigh.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=200597657&src=id	



Screen Title 

4.4  

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

36 

 

Stephanie wants her star covered up with something new, but 
she’s hoping it can stay mostly hidden if she wears dress 
pumps. She doesn’t mind if a little bit shows, but she hopes it 
won’t be a lot. What do you think you can do to accommodate 
her? Draw something for her and then see some examples I 
think do and do not work.  
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36	Fotolia	(2014)	
http://us.fotolia.com/search?k=65978979&filters[content_type%3Aall]=1&submit.x=0&submit.y=0	

Comment [SG5]: It’s	important	for	the	learner	to	have	both	
strong	and	weak	examples	to	compare	his	or	her	work	to.	It’s	
possibly	the	solution	the	learner	makes	will	have	some	of	the	same	
mistakes	as	the	two	weak	examples.		



Image Feedback 

 

37 

 

http://www.shutterstock.co
m/pic.mhtml?id=13147100
3&src=id 
 

 

Juan’s voice: This 
graphic could 
make an awesome 
tattoo, but not for 
Stephanie. It 
would not be 
possible to draw 
this on her foot 
without a lot of it 
showing more 
than she wants. 

38 

 

 

http://www.shutterstock.co
m/pic.mhtml?id=12943866
5&src=id 

 

 

Juan’s voice: This 
design works. It 
has cherry 
blossoms to cover 
the star, but also 
has enough space 
that it can be 
drawn so it doesn’t 
show too much 
when she wears 
shoes.  

39 

 

 

 

Juan’s voice: This 
design doesn’t 
work as well for 
Stephanie’s cover-
up for a couple of 
reasons.  

Learning Objective: Draw a 
sample tattoo based on size of 
cover-up. 

 

Gagne: Enhance retention 

																																																													
37	Shutterstock	(2014)	Vintage	Style	Young	Lady	With	Roses.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=131471003&src=id	
38	Shutterstock	(2014)	Blooming	Cherry	Blossom	Branches	Isolated	on	White.	Vector.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=129438665&src=id	
39	Shutterstock	(2014)	Vector	Seahorse.	Patterned	Design.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=166707761&src=id	



 

 

 

http://www.shutterstock.co
m/pic.mhtml?id=16670776
1&src=id 

 

 

The space is more 
horizontal and this 
design is vertical. 
Also, the detail 
level is very high 
and Stephanie 
needs a small 
tattoo. The details 
won’t work that 
small.  

 

 

  



Screen Title 

4.5 Size Matters 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

40 

http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=213269899&src=id 

 Juan’s Voice: Practice 
makes perfect. Draw a 
design over this tattoo, 
paying attention to how the 
size of your design lets you 
put the right things over the 
old tattoo and divert the eye 
from it.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

 Learning Objective: Draw a 
sample tattoo based on size 
of cover-up. 

 

Gagne: Enhance retention 

  

																																																													
40	40	Shutterstock	(2014)	Woman	With	Tattoo	on	Shoulder.	
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic.mhtml?id=213269899&src=id	



Screen Title 

4.5 Greg’s Story 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/muscular-
sexy-man-with-tattoo-24505600?st=49f3b10 

 

 

 Greg’s Voice: I’m not exaggerating to say 
my tattoo was ruining my life. I was so mad 
at my ex-wife; I got her name tattooed next 
to a spider web. We’d had a huge fight and 
I’d accused her of luring me into her toxic 
web. When she saw my tattoo, she freaked 
out and it felt awesome. 

 

After the divorce, however, no woman liked 
my tattoo. Suddenly, it wasn’t so funny. Juan 
let me talk to several artists in his shop and 
they all convinced me it could get better. 
The whole time the artist was working on my 
arm, I was convinced that name would 
always be there.  

 

Now my tattoos are a conversation starter – 
in a good way.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

 Gagne: Get attention 



  



Screen Title 

5.1 Help Your Client Regain Their Ink 

On Screen Text & Visuals Narration 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/every-
tattoo-has-a-story-to-tell-
49739446?st=0de7138 

 

Will’s Voice: Let’s help some of those poor 
saps with crappy tattoos.  

 

Click here to view our rubric. After you draw 
your design for the cover-up tattoo, click 
here to send it to us. We’ll enter it in a 
contest to film a video of you changing 
someone’s tattoo and their life. We’ll then 
share the video for the world and include 
your studio in our gallery of challenge 
winners. One finalist will win the chance to 
speak at one of our tattoo conventions.  

Programming Notes Other Notes 

 Summative Assessment 

 

Gagne: Assess performance 

Get attention 

 

 


